-----Original Message-----
From: Doug Klunder [mailto:klunder@aclu-wa.org] 
Sent: Monday, August 15, 2011 2:29 PM
To: Podszus, Rebecca (ATG)
Cc: RRamerman@ci.Everett.wa.us
Subject: Re: Aug. 16 Sunshine Committee Agenda Link

Dear Ms. Podszus,

I regret that I will be unable to attend the Sunshine Committee meeting 

tomorrow. The ACLU of Washington is interested, however, in item #7 on the 

agenda, regarding information about child victims of sexual assault. I would 

appreciate it if you could inform the Committee that the ACLU fully supports 

Ramsey Ramerman's proposal, for the reasons he states.

Thank you.

    Doug Klunder

    ACLU-WA Privacy Counsel

From: andrea@wcsap.org [mailto:andrea@wcsap.org] 
Sent: Monday, August 15, 2011 5:08 PM
To: ATG MI Sunshine Committee Public Comment
Subject: Sunshine Committee Comment - Identifying Child Victims of Sexual Assault 

Information Submitted:

	Exemption:
	Identifying Child Victims of Sexual Assault 

	From:
	Andrea Piper-Wentland

	Address:
	4317 6th Ave Se Suite 102

	
	Olympia WA 98503

	Organization:
	Washington Coalition of Sexual Assault Programs

	Email Address:
	andrea@wcsap.org

	Dear Sunshine Committee: This letter is written to comment on the exemption regarding identifying child victims of sexual assault that is being reviewed on August 16, 2011. The current exemption is essential in promoting the well-being, safety, and participation of children who are sexual assault victims and their families in the criminal justice system. Child sexual assault victims in Washington need this exemption. The exemption serves as a critical protection for victims of sexual assault. It helps shield child sexual assault victimsand their families from having this most personal and traumatic event disclosed publicly via public records and in the media. These exemptions are fundamentally essential to survivors. From our wealth of experience in working with victims,we know that most will not come forward and seek help or participate in the criminal justice system when they know their identifying information will become public. Our Coalition was highly engaged in promoting the passage of the legislation that afforded this exemption and is vested in the continued upholding of this core victim protection. Washington State is a leader in balanced approaches to victim-centered laws and we strongly stress to the committee the quality of and necessity of this exemption. It has helped to protect the physical safety of victimsand their families; supported their mental well-being; and shielded them from undue embarrassment, harassment, and harm. Child sexual assault is a devastating crime and the numbers of children impacted by this crime are significant. Research indicates that one in four girls and one in six boys will be sexuallyassaulted by the age of 18. These children need supportvia services and high-quality laws in order to embark on healing and to hold perpetrators accountable. The effects of sexual assault on children are vast and the cost to victims and society as a whole are significant when this crime is not addressed adequately.We must fully support child victims with well-crafted, victim- centered laws. This exemption does just that: by safeguarding personally identifying information, it represents respect for a core right to privacy and consideration for victims by providing a critical level of protection and safety for child sexual assault victims . I welcome the opportunity to discuss this further at the upcoming meeting. Thank you for your time. Sincerely, Andrea Piper-Wentland Executive Director Washington Coalition of Sexual Assault Programs


From: ATG WWW AGO Webmaster 
Sent: Monday, May 16, 2011 9:24 PM
To: ATG MI Sunshine Committee Public Comment
Subject: Sunshine Committee Comment - Disclosure of personal and identifying information

Information Submitted:

	Exemption:
	Disclosure of personal and identifying information

	From:
	Heidi Hiatt

	Address:
	

	
	WA 

	Organization:
	

	Email Address:
	

	I'm a former police records employee who is a big believer in open government, but with exemptions for personal information. The personal and identifying information of victims, witnesses, and complainants is often treated no differently than the suspects'. I'm also extremely concerned that groups dedicated to open government and available records may be unaware of what actually happens to police records. A myth persists that sensitive information will be redacted or exempt from disclosure, or that law enforcement agencies always process records requests according to the law. I recently wrote this piece on that subject, which is posted on this crime victim's advocacy blog that I am a member of: http://timesupblog.blogspot.com/2011/05/questionable-state-of-police-records.html. I know that a balance can be found that will allow citizens to monitor the conduct of their government while respecting their privacy. My hope is that subscribers to the Sunshine Committee's listserv will hear my concerns and incorporate them into open records discussions. I'm a longtime subscriber and appreciate the communication within this group. 


